
 
ARRIVAL PROCEDURES FOR STUDENTS OR EXCHANGE VISITORS 

 
 
 
DEFINITIONS 
 

F-1 Academic Students enter the United States to pursue a full course of study at 
one of the following types of DHS-approved academic institutions in the United 
States: 
• Established college or university 
• Seminary 
• Conservatory 
• Academic high school (or, for F-3 students, elementary school) 
• Language Training Program 
 



�



before you land at your initial point-of-entry in the U.S.  Complete these forms while you 
are on the aircraft and submit them to the appropriate Customs and Border Protection 
Officer upon your arrival.  If you do not understand a form, ask the flight attendant 
for assistance. 
 
Upon arrival at the port-of- entry, proceed to the terminal area for arriving passengers 
for inspection.  As you approach the inspection station, ensure that you have: 
passport, SEVIS Form I-20 or DS-2019; completed Form I-94 Arrival-Departure Record; 
and, CF-6059 Customs Declaration Form available for presentation to the CBP Officer.  
The Form I-94 should reflect the address where you will reside (not the address of the 
school or program sponsor). 
 
If you are entering through a land or designated seaport, the Customs and Border 
Protection Officer will provide the necessary CF-6059, Customs Declaration Form and 
Form I-94, Arrival-Departure Record at the port-of-entry.  If you do not understand a 
form, ask the CBP Officer for assistance. 
 
Like all entering visitors, you will be asked to state the reason you wish to enter the 
United States.  You will also be asked to provide information about your final 
destination.  It is important that you tell the CBP Officer that you will be a student or 
exchange visitor.  Be prepared to include the name and address of the school or 
exchange visitor program where you will enroll/participate. 
 
If you are authorized optional practical training, this should be reflected on page 3 of 
your SEVIS Form. 
 
Once your inspection is complete, the inspecting officer will: 
 

•



you arrive during non-business hours (evenings, weekends, holidays), you should have 
a phone number where this individual can be reached during non-business hours. 
 
Failure to provide proper documentation and to comply with entry/exit procedures is 
cause to refuse the student or exchange visitor admission into the United States.  In 
limited circumstances, if a student or exchange visitor is mostly, but not fully in 
compliance, he/she may be issued a Form I-515A, Notice to Student or Exchange 
Visitor.  This form authorizes temporary admission for 30 days into the United States 
and requires the student or exchange visitor to take immediate action to submit proper 
documentation.  Noncompliance with the directions contained on these forms can result 
in future adverse action. 
 
CONTINUING STUDENTS 
Continuing students who are going to travel outside of the United States must see their 
foreign student advisor and obtain an endorsement from the DSO or RO.  The 
endorsement will be made on page 3 of the SEVIS Form I-20 or page 1 of the DS-2019.  
When returning to the United States, a continuing student/exchange visitor must present 
a valid SEVIS Form I-20 or DS-2019 with the DSO or RO signature showing that the 
student is active and in good standing with the school or program. 


